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Ts the Right Honourable 


HE NRY PELHAM, TY 


Chancellor <4 nde 
of the Exchequer, Nc. Se. 8 Ce. : 00 | 


SIR, 


TR. profeſſor Makrix's admirable notes 
on the Georgics of VIRGIL firſt tempted 
me to undertake the following tranſlation : Your 
protection ( ſignify d by a free leave of inſcrib- 
ing the firſt of them to you) led me to purſue it. 
Whoever has ſeen * Efſhur, and thoſe beautiful 
AF: plantations 


* The ſeat of Mr. PELHAM in Surry. 


- 8000 


4 


plantations there, which ( according to M1 LTON) 


have been earlieſt di ſitation and our laſt 


at even, muſt look on you as a natural encourager 
of the rural arts: And we find that VIRGIL. 
addreſt himſelf to his MxckNAs, not ſo much 

becauſe he was then a Miniſter of ſtate, as that 


le lov'd- and underſtood cultivation and 


huſbandry ry. How far I have ſucceeded the world 
will too ſoon perhaps convince me. . But I muſt 
do this juſtice to my fortune, that however I 


| E may bo fail'd in-tranſlating this excellent au- 


thor, I am amply made amends in the honour of 


obtaining ſo noble a ten as Mr. PELHAM. 
1 am 8 | R, 


; - moſt Obliged, _ 


Obedient Servant. 
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wg 
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GEORGIC the Firſt, 


O W (under heav VR to make with little toil 
H: Your harveſt gladden, and the valley ſmile: 
What time to turn the glebe—Beneath which ſign 
To wed, with lordly elms, the humbler vine: 32 
5 How far the OX ſhou d your attention claim; CUT — 5 [ 
| And ev 'ry other beaſt of leſſer fame: 8 
How much, the parſimonious bee may ſhare 
Your hours of fancy, or your hours of care: 
Theſe (to Mzcenas which, of right, belong) 
10 | Be theſe, the fubjeR of my future e ſong — 


ITT: 
—Ye lamps, the brighteſt in the heav'nly ſphere | 
Who lead the rifing, as the falling, year; 
Bacchus, and Ceres (ever-bountcous dame) 


If, by your ſmiles our golden plenty came; 
25 If earth, which, but for you, were {till forlorn ; 
* Hlas chan ig d d Chaonian maſt for happier cc corn; 


4 — — 2 * 


And mixt with draughts, from Acheloiis ftream, 
© The heay'nly juice (ere yet it found a Name) 
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Z Ye fauns |. who o er each rural ſcene preſide; LE 
| 20 The farmer 8 ; bleſſing, as the waodkind' s pride | 3 "= 7 
| | Come, with the Dryade come, together join d: N = 
= hng your: gifts, N bounties to mankind. 
And Neptune, thou! whoſe mighty. trident $ force 
Earth felt—and, trait, produc? d the fiery hore ; 
25 Thou too. | whoſe manſion is the darkſome grove, j 
Whoſe ſnow-driv'n fteers, o'er fruitful Cœa rove ; 
There browze, at pleaſure, t chro- the ſacred iſle; | 


. to crown my | labour with a ſmile! - 
What, . tho' Lyczan foreſts be thy care, 


— 


30 Tho- Menalus thy chicf affection 2 . 
| * TH 4 : ; . 28 


* 


1 
Foet Fan, awhile; forget thy native ſoil! 
Nor leaſt Minerva, in the heaw'nly train; 
Who taught the olive not to bloom in ain: 
35 And * Celeus' fon; the youth to whom we we 


* 


The glad Invention of. the ctooked -plough L Wy 


With: thee; Silvanus in whoſe hand, is en 
A ſapling Cyprus, by the root, uptorn: 

5 And all ye gods and goddeſſes attend 259 | 
40 Who watch our labour, and our fields defend + © 
Who fruits fpontaneous view, with equal * 

As thoſe which, not uncultivated, riſm 
And equal ſuns, and equal ſhow'rs impart — 

O'er nature's bounties, as the works of art. 
45 — But chiefly, Cæſar ] thou; whole fur hap” 
Amongſt the gods, is undetermin'd yet! 


Whether, thy office be a city's care: 
Or whether kingdoms may thy favour ſhare: 
That worlds unknown, and ages yet "ni PI 


50 (While Venus' myrtle ſhall your brows adorn; 5 
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FTriptolemus. 


(8) 


| May hail, thy name! left the deftrufive form. 


or whether, ſer ab Ocern's vaſt deniain 


The failor's guardian, and his hope you reign : 


55 


Een utmoſt Thule ' ſhall approach thy throne ! 
And T ethys wiſh to claim thee, for' her own. 


Or *midft the. {low-aſcending ſigns appear! 


60 


And add one brighter to the future year: 
Between the ſcorpion, | and the virgin ſhine | 


The place, by heav'n decreed, has long been thine : 


Already, fee ! his ſhrinking claws give place; 
For Cæſar, leave a more than equal ſpace. _ 
But, whatſoever thou wilt deign to be! 
(For let not hell expect a king in thee). 

fer let ſo dire a luft of rule perſuade ; 


. Tho Greece, well-pleas' d, admires th'Elyſian ſhade; 1 
And Proſerpine (while Ceres calls in vain) 


2 ; 
„ 
93 _ 


geeks not, to tread her earthly realms, again. 


v0 thou direct my courſe | theſe footſteps guide: 
70 Smile on the daring pts nor check its — | >; 


o 


Oh! hear the poet, and the farmer's prayer pi 


Pity their blindneſs, and allay their care: 
Practiſe the god! at once, a god appear! 
And make our vows, familiar to thy ear. 5 
75 — When from each mountain's hoary ſide, diſtills 
The melting now, and forms unnumber'd rills ; 
And, when the cloſe-conſolidated ground, 
By blandeſt Zephyrs is, at length, unbound ; , 
Then, is the ſpring begun. — Be, then, my care 
380 Soon to unhouſe, the ruſt-diſcolour'd hate: 
And, on the patient and laborious ſteer, 
Brace the diſus d, and long- neglected geer. 
There, let him groan beneath the dragging toil 
Till the ſhare glitter thro” the parting ſoil : - 
8 5 Greatly that Tilth will profit i in the end, - a7 
(More than the greedieſt farmer s hopes OY w 
©: Which, twice hath felt the fan ; ; and twice the cold : 
Nor ſhall his barns their burſting harveſts hold! 
But ere we bring the plough on maiden land, 
90 Mark well the clouds, and let the winds be ſcann dz; 


Faak B | 1 he 


The culture too; its nature, and its uſes 
And what, it will reſett 3 and what, ks : 

This foil, for corn --- for vines, another ground; * 
Here, fruits, beſt flouriſh and there, herbs abound 


95 Tmolus, you fe ! the fragrant ſaffron boaſts ; 1 > 
0 For whiteſt ivory, ſearch on Indian coaſts : . 
Sabza's ſoft, effeminating gales 
Declare the product of her ſpicy vales; 3 
Thee naked Spaniard Thapes his iron ore: 
200 But pow'rful Caſtor ſeek, on Afia's hoe? 
And juſtly ftill, Epirus holds the fame 12A 
Of the beſt courſer in th Olympic game. $1 
Nature ! who theſe eternal orders made, 
Hes firm commands, on certain climates hid; 
105 What time Deucalion, in obedience, hurr-qqad 
| Stones Oer an empty and unpeopled World: 
Hence, were mankind produc d- And hence we 
A flinty offipring, and laborious race — 
— *Ere the firſt dawning of the genial year, 
376 Let the Weg bullock, and ullduows Ne, 
54 " el Throw 


ö * 


That ſummer-ſuns may parch them, as they ke : 
But if, on ſtricter view, the thankleſs foil 
Will mock your labour, and deride your toil t' 
4 A ſmaller furrow ſhall, as well fuffice ; 

© Juſt, at the time Arcturus ſeems. to __ 
Here, left rank weeds o ertop the promis Jovi: 
There, left the gentleſt ſhow r deſcend, in van: 
And let the land, which feels the plough, appear 

120 At leaſt, neglected, every oer year li. co: 


—— * a 


. 


Firm grows the carth ! And the ſhorn-fallow field 
Will, the next time, a tenfold harveſt yield: 
Or el, the ſeaſons changing all ane w, 
Sc yellow corn, where beans in plenty grew : 
125 The ſhatter' pods, and rubbiſh, which remain, 
Will meliorate your glebe, and ſwell the grain : 
Nor leſs the ſtalks, and crackling haulm enrich; j 
| Refuſe of lupine, and the ſeed - grown vetch:: 1 ö 
Oats, flax, or drowſy poppies, ſhall deſtroy _ - il 
130 3 and blaſt the riſing joyl | 
B 2 Theſe =_ 


- 


| 140 To burn, with crackling flames, th unfertile x 01 


350 It binds the earth, and as the water's courſe : 


EY x 


Theſe burn, WES" unfertilize the ſoil: 
And future bleſſings, future harveſts ſpoil: 

But eafy ſure, the labour will appear; 

To ſow your land, but every. other year 2 

135 Fail not, with dung, the heartleſs mould to fee; 

And o'er th impov'riſh'd earth, black aſhes ſpread: 
Four fields get reſt, by happy change of * 

Nor ſmall th' advantage of each fallow plain; 

- Oft too, it has been beneficial found 


Whether your lands, thence gather (erſt ſo. poor) 
Some. hidden ſtrength, ſome unperceiv'd manure ;, 
Whether, each latent ul 1 is purg d by fire; | 
Or thence ſuperfluous. moiſture may ape: 

145 Whether the flame relax the hidden pore SS, LIE 201 
And the quick warmth ach cloſe receſs expires, : 
That freſh. ſupplies of hear n-reviſing rain, 
a brace the fibres of your coming, grain; 


Or whether, with a kind aftringent. force 


Guard: — 


\ GageF 


Guarding from downward rays, the recent blade; 


Or leſt the piercing. cold your crop invade | — 


Ile helps the land, and greatly proves his ſkill, 
Who breaks each lumpiſh clod, each gath'ring hill, 
5 c Arm'd with his rake | and, o'er th* unlevel ground, 
5 Drags the ſlow harrow, with its oſiers bound: 
Ceres, from heaw n, looks down with kind regardl 
And crowns his labour, with its due reward.-. 
Nor leſs they aid the land, who ſtill-with care 
160 *Phwart the high-ridge, obliquely point the ſlare: 
And with repeated-toil, and ceaſeleſs pain, 
Ply the ſtiff glebe, and exerciſe the plain; 
Pray for moiſt ſummers, as for. winter's ſun !- | 
A duſty winter brings your harveſt. on: 
165 Pis hence that Gargarus its plenty boaſts 1 
Hence, fprings- each bleſſing of the Myſian ul [ 
Much, much indeed, deſerves the farmer's praiſe; 
Who, when the ſeed in gaping furrows lays, 
Levels the ridges of unfertile ſand; 
170 And lures ſequacious ſtreams, acroſs the land :- 


175 


13 ee 

— And, when the parcht inhoſpitable plain, 

Imbrown'd, with dying herbage, gaſps for rain, 
He from the mountain's brow, or neighb ring hill 

Leads, in meandring lapſe, the liquid rill ; 


Adown the pebbled ſlope, with gurgling haſte, 


The channel, unconfin'd, beſpreads the waſte : 


The waſte, rejoices in the fancy'd rain: 
And the ſcorcht valley vivifies again! 


And he, no leſs who, left the ſtalk ſhou'd bend 


180 


185 


Beneath the pond'rous ear, and downward tend; 
Crops, in the blade, his too luxuriant nt: 


Ere its green ſpires the topmoſt furrow meet: 


Or he who, off his bibulous demeſnes 
The ſtagnated, and fenny moiſture, drains | 
Oft this, in ſpring, and autumn will — 1 


(The nice criterion of each eircling year Y 


1 9 And hollow 6 pi recking, oo around: 


When, the fwell'd land-flood's irreſiftleſs force, 
Drives the ſtill river from its onward courſe; 
A ſlimy mud prevails o'er all the ground, 


Nor, 


Cold ſhade, and bitter endive, ſpoil your grain: 


195 


200 


Still freſh ſollicitudes, and cares, attend | 


That induſtry, ad 8 eee 


(rs) 
Nor, here, the farmer's toil. and labour; © on 8 
The rav nous gooſe, the Macedonian crane, 
Twas Jove who fixt (what time he form'd mankind): 


That care, with tillage, ſhou'd be ever join'd';, 
mo made it his eternal will, 1 


And 1 cares n teach them how to live- 


Ilaaurd the pregnant a or till'd the "bd : 1 


Nor was it lawful held to ſever grounds, 


| Mark the broad field, or {et diſtinguiſh'd bounds: 
205 All things, in c mon, lay (for all was good) 


And earth produc'd her voluntary ſood. 
He noxious poiſon to dr ead ſerpents gave 2 A20 


Bid the wolf prowl, and heav'd the os wave: 


210 Park veins of flint the let fre anc d: 


No longer honey, from the oak diſtill'd; 


Streams | 


1" x6: ) 
Streams guſht with wine, no longer, as before, 
And toil-leſs plenty, bleſs d the world, no more! ; 
This, he ordain'd to exerciſe the mind; 5 
That arts ſhou'd flouriſh, and adorn mankind : 
215 To ſeck for bladed corn, in furrow'd plains ; 
And ftrike the hidden ſpark, from flinty veins : 

Then the ſcoop” d trunk, firſt, cut the yielding ſtream; 

Then ſtars were number'd, and receiv'd a name : 

Then Pleiads, Hyads, and the northern Bear, 

220 Firſt dropt familiar to the failor's ear: 

For beaſts of prey, intangling toils were made; 
And birds firſt ſaw deceiving birdlime laid : 
Wide-ſpreading foreſts were incom paſt round ; 

While the wood eche'd to the op 'ning nel 

225 One ſearching for the river's deep'ning bed; 

Beats the broad ſurface with a net out-ſpread ; 

Another, eager with his hook and line; = * 
Drags, from the deeper ſea, his dropping twine: 
Time, grating ſaws, and temper'd iron, gave; 

230 (For wooden | wedges, firſt, their timber clave) 


All 


6 x75 ) 
All arts, enſi'd! and, meditating man 
Improv'd, what hard neceſſity began! 
"Twas Ceres pointed out the furrow'd field, 
When the bare woods, their bounty, ceas'd to Tots 5 
235 With corn, the want of maſt and fruit, ſupply” d, 
And gave what, erſt, Dodona had deny d: 


But, ere the ground receiv d the welcome n, 
Freſh toil, appear'd ! and, Uunexpe@ed*piin X il Ay 


om. 332 - 


Calthrops, and burrs, (a prickly grove): ſucceed!. 
Wild oats, and darnell, ſpring; with every thorn un 
+, the fair harveſt; and inſult: the: corn: 
245 Then, let the frequent harrod trail: the coin; 288 
And birds be ſcar d, with ſome. unuſual. ſound: 
Lopp the luxuriant: boughs deſtructive ſhade; 
With pray'rs.invoke the ſhow'r' s. benignant aid 3 


Leſt noxious blights the recent ftalk, invade 3 W | 
240 Or ſpiky Thiſtles; choak the Ainet „ 5 
Loſt, is your riſing crop! and, in its ſtead; _ 8 


Elſe, better crops ſhall: meet your jealous eyes |: 
250 On ey'ry hand, a richer. harveſt, riſe l 4 
| 8 While, 


(as) 
While, from the ſhaken oak, and ſcatt' ring wood; 
Vou court a mean, diſhonourable food ! 
Next, let me name each inſtrument i in 50 5 
Nor corn, without, is ſown; nor lands, produce: 
25 5 Firſt, the well- timber d plough, and pointed ſhare ; 
And. Eleuſinian Ceres dragging ca: 
Nor the flail's uſeful implement, forget 
With fledds, and harrows, of unwieldly weight: 
Hurdles and fieves (which Celeus firſt began) 
260 Of oſier, form'd---and Bacchus” myſtic fan | 
And theſe, by ev'ry farmer, are prepar d; 
Who pays to culture, a divine regard. 
Bent, is your elm (with equal ſtrength and care) 
| To take the figure of the crooked ſhare! 
265 Eight feet in length, to this a beam is join d; 
Wich cars, and dentails, ſpreading- broad behind: 
But (firſt, well-ſcaſon'd in the chimney's ſmoke) 
From the tall beech, or linden, form the yoke : 
And the plough's tail by which with eaſy force, 
270. We turn the carriage and divert. its courſe: ER 


And, 


And, now (nor trifling let the hints ap pear) 


Some old, but ſalutary precepts hear bor 


280 


285 


290 Robs, thro' imaginary fear of want — > 


still freſh, inevitable plagues ittrudel. * 
Mock your vain: toil, and every care elude 5 
Oft the ſmall mouſe will undermine'your floor, 


Lives at diſcretion, on the fancy'd ſpoil; 
And waſtes, with pleaſure, what was earn d by toil: 


With binding chalk each threſhing floor prepare; | 


Nor let your kneading hands, their labour ſpare :. 


Then till, beneath its weight, the plaſter groah,, 


Let your work feel the ſlow cylindric=ſtone ! ; | 


Leſt forward graſs, and thruſting weeds ariſe: | 5 | 
Or gaping fiſſures meet your paſſing e | 


Scoop his arch'd cell, and lodge his little tdre ;, 
The eye-leſs mole; aſſiduous, ſap the ground; 
And bloated toads, in crannies, ſculk around! 
All nature's. peſts your property "invade : rd T 
The weazel dext*rous in the plund'ring trade, 


1 


While, dreading a penurious age, the ant 


83 1 When 


Cs '} 
When early walnuts are in cluſters found, 
And the ſtrong-ſmelling branches kiſs the ground: 
2 he coming harveſt will produce the fame ; 


And thwacking flails your happy crop proclaim |! 
295 But if luxuriant leaves o 'er{pread the plain ; 
Thin chaff, and ſtraw, your threſher beats in vain ; | 
Some medicate their beans, before they ſow ; | 
| That the deceitful. pod may fuller grow: 
And think with nitre and black lees of oil, 
300 To fell their produce, and o'erpay their toil : 
Yet ſtill, tho' moiſten'd o'er the gentle flame; 
Still has the ſtubborn ſeed remain'd the fame ; 
And fill, unleſs you cull the largeſt grain, 
Derides your labour, and eludes your pain; 
305 Thus all things, by unvarying nature's courſe, 3 | 
From good, degenerating, run to worſe! _ 
In vain, we would oppoſe | in vain, like him 
Who, toiling, rows againſt the rapid ſtream; 
If his tir d arm, once ſlacks the lab'ring oar ; 
310 Prone drives the bark, and whirls him on the ſhore! * 
| - = 21 Beſides, 


( ar ) 
Beſides, as much we ſhow'd: obſerve the ſkies 3 
When the bright Dragon, or Arcturus riſe : | 
Or, on what days, the threat'ning kids 1 j 
As thoſe who, homeward- bound, prepare to ſail 


315 O'er the black Euxine, or Propontic ſtreight; 
Whoſe oiſters gladden, whom its ſhallows threat 45 
When Libra ballances the day, and night; _ 

And equal darkneſs ſheds, and equal light: 

| Then work your bullock, in the early plough ! 
320 And, ere the winter ſolſtice, barley ſow. | 
Then, let the furrow hide (and not before). 
Flax-ſeed, and poppy ; Ceres fav'rite flow'r! 


And while, as yet, the big- ſwoln clouds impend, 
Ober the dry glebe, the cloſing harrow, ſend; 


325 Sow beans, in ſpring- And then, the crumbling plain 
Ils fitteſt to receive the medic grain; 


Millet! tho', long, the earth retain its ſeed; 
Will, ſtill, your annual care, and labour, need. 


What time the golden Bull, in high career; 83 
330 With his bright horns, unlocks the burſtin W : 
And 


ZZ a 
| And the pale Dog, ſubmiſſive, ſhall refign 
His place, in favour of the backward ſign: 
But, if a wheaten harveſt be your care; | 
If bearded corn „alone, your wiſhes ſhare : 
335 Firſt, let the morning Pleiads leave the "OR 5 
And, the crown's pride, the Gnoſſian ſtar ariſe k 
Ere, the due ſeed beſtrew the furrow'd plain, 
Or earth i is truſted with your hopes of gain: 
Thoſe who, ere Maia's ſetting, have begun; 
340 Will wiſh their inaufpicious work undone : | 
But wou'd you raiſe the kidney-bean, or tare ;, 
And think Egyptian lentils. worth your care : 
Boôtes, ſetting, is the rule to know ; | 
Begin and, till the ſharp mid-winter, ſow. 
345 For this, the golden Sun is, oeaſeleſs, hurl'd 
wt hro the twelve figns, and rules an equal world © 
Five zones, the earth begird | for ever, one 
Still glows, and pants, beneath a torrid ſun : 
Two, at the globe's extremeſt points, appear; 
f 3 50 Stiff with blue i ice, and dris' ling all the year | 


TwIxt 


1 
b Twirt theſe, and that, which the mid-earth divides 
Two more, where heav'n-a appointed man reſides ; 
Full in the midſt with fixt unerring force, 
The twice fix ſigns deſcribe their bending courſe, 
355 And as the globe, in Scythia, upward tends „ wm 
In ſouthern Libya it, declining, bends : | I 
Northward, th* immeafurable Dragon ſhines ! - 
And like a vaſt, mæand'ring river, twines : 
Between the Bears unfolds his ſpangled train, : 
360 The Bears, who dread to plunge into the main. 0 
Socuthward, as ſome report, midſt gloomy cells, 
('Wrapt in eternal filence) darkneſs dwells 14. 
Or elſe, Aurora, with a glimm' ring ray 
From us to them, returning, brings the FR 
365 And when the ſun, firſt orient, breathes aner 
His panting ſteeds, and ſxeeps the ſtarry dew 3 : 
There Veſper, laſt of heaven's bright hoſt, retires | 
And lights up other worlds, and later fires. | 
Hence in the ſkies approaching ſtorms we know; 
370 an judge of harveſts, and Foe: times to ſow : 


When 


£7 Þ 3 


pf When, with Rig oars, to laſh the Aaitring tide; 


© 375 


380 
secure, beneath: its hoſpitable roof, 


: When, launch the fleet; or when, at anchor, ride. 


What time moſt proper, and which year is good, 


To fell che monarch of the pine- tree wood; 


Nor yet, as if an uſeleſs art, decline 

To watch each riſing, as each ſetting ſign: 
And the four ſeafons, when their marks appear; 
That part the equally- diſtinguiſh d year: 

Nor do bleak winter's ſtorms, and ſullen rain, 
Confine the huſband- man; at home, in vain.; 


The coming ſpring wilt find him work 1 78 2 
At leiſure form'd, his handy-works excell-; 


Which haſten'd, might nor pleaſe or-ſerve ſo well : 


335 


T hen, i IS your time to point the blunted ſhare ; * 
Edge the dull tool, and every geer prepare: 


Scoop hollow troughs, from ſome \miſhapen bl block; 


Number each ſack, and mark the woolly flock :: 


Some ſharpen ſtakes, and prongs by-forked ; Joun:;, 


290 


Or willow Hit to tie the rambling vine : 7 
Others, 


395 


4-00 


Cw} 


Others, with tennis weave the baſket's round; 


Or parch, freſh harveſts, while the reſt are ground : 
On facred days, by laws of god and man, 
Some neceſſary works are, ſtill, began: 

Religion ne er forbid the field to drain; 


Or, with a hedge, defend the rip'ning grain: 


Birds to inſnare, and ſet your thorns in flames; 
Or plunge the bleating flock in healthful ſtreams: 


Oft his flow aſs (that finks beneath the loads 


Of fruit and oil) the pond' ring driver, goads: ? 


And, quitting town, brings pitch on his return; 


403 


Or mill- ſtones ſhagg d, to pulverize the corn: 


The very moon we, by experience, find 


Has lucky, and unlucky days, aſſign'd: 


Avoid the fifth! for, on that fatal morn 


Pale Dis, and all the fury- race were born * 
Then, with an horrid labour, 1880 che earth 
And gave Japetus, and Cæüs, birth: 


410. 


Typhœũs, dire] and the gigantic crew 


Whoſe arms, o er heav'n's high arch, a terror threw *: 
"> on D Thrice, 


YN 


$5 
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425 


Thrice, Pelion | thrice, their rebel hands eflay oY 
Jo roll vaſt Offa, on thy monſtrous head ; 

And while, on thee, yet tott ting! Offa ſtood ; 
Olympu s, tumbled all her weight of wood | 


But Jove, who, ſtarting from the inmoſt ſkies ; 
*Ecſt, unconcern' d, ſaw rocks on rocks ariſe! 


Now, ere the mightier work Were mightier grown, 


Lanc d his dread bolt, and hurl'd their mountains down. 
The ſeventh, and tenth, are days of lucky name; 
To plant the vine, or new-yok'd oxen tame : 


Or, in your loom, the ready woof, to WEAVE 8 
The ninth is good to fly l but, bad to thieve! 
In the cool night, ſome things are better done 3 


Or, ere the dew- drop ſpangles, in the ſun: 2 
By night, mow ftubble ; and the parcht-up mead 3 
Night, ſeldom fails her. moiſt 'ning balm to ſhed : 


Some, watching o er a winter's evening fire; ? 


Shape, with keen knives, their torches toa ſpire 2 


What time, their dames (nor think the toil ĩs long 
While the ſlow hours are ſweeten'd, with a ſong) | 
| wy Swift, 


Swift, thro the op ning web, their "WORN run; 


+35 


1 


And the reed whiſtles, as the work goes on: 
Or, boil away the muſtꝰ's O er · Iuſcious ſtrean, | 
And ſcum, with leaves, the quiv'ring kettle's brim : 
But, in the noon- day heat, the wheaten ſpoil 


Is beſt cut down, and reapt with noon- day toil; 
Naked, ye farmers, Plough | and, naked, fow! 


— 


Winter will give you reſt, and joys enow. 


Then, the juſt fruit of former labours taſte 17 
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Nou toils, for ſtaggs, contrive ; the crane inſnare ; 


And drown old forrows, in the genial feaſt: 
Then, is the proper time ] the hour, invites Lo 
And gives freſh pleaſure, ever-new delights : | 


Thus joyful failors, on their ſhip's return, 
With Howr's, her weathet-beaten prow, adorn ; 


The voyage, finiſh'd l toil is turn'd to ſport ; 
And the well-freighted veſſel, rides in port. 
N ow myrtles, olives, oaks, expecting ſtand ; 

And the bay-berry courts a gath'ring hand T6 


450 And courſe, o'er . Hung 15 long- ear d hare: 


D +a While 


1-8) 
While ſnow, lies deep; and, while adown the tide 
Smooth plates of ice, precipitating, glide : 
+Balarian ſlingers whirl the twiſted thong; 
And the markt doe, drops as ſhe bounds along! 
455 — Autumnal conſtellations, and their train | 


Of bluſt ring tempeſts, need the muſe explain 2 
Or man's, yet neceſſary care, relate; 
When days contract, and downward ſuns abate | 
When ſpring's ſoft ſhow'rs, to rip'ning ſummer, yield 5 
460 And the ſpik'd harveſt, briſtles. o'er the field : 
| Or, when the milk-fwoln j Juices, firſt, appear 
On the ſoft ſtem, and plump the vivid car; 
Oft have I ſcen (what time the farmer ſought 
His yellow field, and the white reaper brought) 
465 Ere the keen fickle touch'd the brittle plain, 
The warring tempeſt charge the well-rank'd grain 
Part by the roots, the ſport of 'winds, u ptorn ; 
Whirls in the clouds ; and, thro' the air is born 


22 int For Baleärian. * 


; 27 : 0 ; . | 5 . 3 
„„ » Procumbit humi, bos Vie. 
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480 


| Earth, trembles |. beaſts, are fed i they, ae — 
a Whole nations ſhudder with religious fear.; | 


485 


The Jended ear, like common ſtubble, flies 


Oft too, the water* s irreſiſtleſs flood 
Precipitating, burſts the op' ning cloud ; 


Freſh tempeſts brews, freſh deluges of rain ! 


And huge Ceraunia, tumbling, frights the world L 


( 29) 


Before the ſtorm, and mingles with the ſkies ; 1. 


The cloud, ſtill gath'ring from the hazy main, 


The thick ning ſky a guſhing torrent pours ; 
And earth ſinks, under ſuch a vaſt of ſhow' rs! 


Drown'd, all the labours. of the carly plough ! 1 
Loſt, wholly loſt, and undiſtinguiſh d now |. 9 
Swells, the fill'd dyke! hoarſe rivers, grumbling, roarʒ 
And the toft wave breaks, foaming, on the ſhore : 
Thro' the deep horror of a troubled. ſky, 

Big thunders roll, terrific lightnings fly! 10 


Proud Athos falls, in dreadful ruin, hu ! 1 


Redouble ſhow'rs, and winds | and, all around 
w 4 ocks, and ſhores, return the horrid ſound: 


(Tegso)) 
Then, watch Each monthly ſign, as this you fear | 
90 Each covſtellation of the heav'nly ſphere, 
Whither cbld Saturn, ſelf· retiring, moves; 
Or, thro' what orbits, bright Cy Henius roves : T 
But chiefly, Lupplicating'heav'fi, adore | 
| To Ceres, tributary tites; reſtoe 2: 
495 On vivid turfs, each annual. off ring, Pay 3 
When, to mild ſpring, bleak winter yields the ſway : 
Then, all things proſper well! the lambkins thrive ; 
And mellow wines, a richer flavour, give T 
Vninterrupted ſlumber lends her aid; | 
do While the hill glories in its leafy dudes - 
| Ceres, let all thy rural youths adore ; 
To her, the generous free libation pour! 
VMũ᷑erllifluent combs, with milk and wine, dilute z | | 
Ikhen, round the new-year's grain, and recent fruit, 
os Let the propitious victim, thrice, be led! 
© While ſhouting hinds the joyful circle tread: 
Then, to your roof, with ſongs, the goddeſs gain! 
Nor, let the reaper touch the yellow plain, 
iT. 2 Till 


(8%: Þ 


510 Fach ruftic hymn, and leads the antic round. 
And chat, by ſure prognoſtics, we may knorr: ; 
Heat, rain, or winds, which thrilling changes blow, 
The moon, ſhall. well adviſe (fo Jove ordains) 
When the ſouth-wind abates, what fignal avian 
515 Your hind, who, ſtrict obſerves th' unerring ſign, 
Will, near the ſtall, his rambling herd'confine ; 
Ere the winds riſe, teſt billows heave around * 


\ 


Till he, firſt, chaunts (with oaken garlands Crown dx 


Dry mountains ſnapp, and yield a crackling. found: R 


Or ſhores, reſponſive, echo far and near; 
520 While ruſtling woods fwell gath'ring on the car. 
Scarce will your bark the driving wave withſtand, 
When the ſwift corm rant ſkreaming ſeeks the land ;; 
Or ſca-coots ſport upon the. beachy ſhore,, 
And herns forſake their neſts; aud, fightleſs, ſoar}: 
525 Oft too, obſerve, when dang” rous winds impend,, a 
From heav'n precipitating ſtars deſcend 1 _ 1 
And, thro' the venerable gloom of night, 
Streams a long train of momentary light! 


3) 
Dead leaves, dry chaff, in circling eddies Kim; 
530 And quiv'ring feathers ſport the wat'ry brim ! 
Wben, flaſh briſk lightnings from the northern pole 
And, eaſt and weſt, ſlow-grumbling thunders roll! 
Soon, the ſwell'd dyke o'er all the land prevails; 
And then, + all hands! to furl the dripping fails : 
5 35 Show'rs, to obſervers, ne'er fall unawares! 
The crane, atrial, ſudden wing prepares 
The, ſtorm-ingend'ring, valley to forſake : 
Or, prattling ſwallows, circling, ſkim the lake | 
Your heifer's wid'ning noſtril ſnuffs the gale, 
540 And frogs, ſtill croak, their lamentable tale; 
Oft too, the piſmire marks the narrow road = 
And brings, from hidden cells, her pregnant load: 
Deep, drinks the arch! and, crows (a fable cloud) 
| Flap the deep wing, and leave their mangled food 
545 Now ev'ry ſea-foul, and, each bird that ſwims 
Or Afian lake, or ſweet Ciyſter's ſtreams; 


Their 


| + Omnic navito perhaps might be the Roman ſea-term for All hands alt. 
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Their wings, in ſporting emulation, lave ; 7 


Daſh the light ſtream, or plunge beneath the wave e! 


Then, o'er the glaſſy level, ſcud amain: 

550 And ſtrive to wet, their little plumes i in vain : 
Ill-boding ravens, with inceſſant croak 
| Stalk the dry beach, and guſhing ſhow'rs rn 
Nor, is the damſel, o'er her nightly toil, 
(When, in the lamp, ſhe marks the put ring + oil 


555 And fungous clots around its wick appear) 


Unpreſcient of the ſtorm, that threatens near 


Nor, from leſs ſafe and certain ſigns, are ſeen 

Unſhow'ry ſuns, and æther's blue-ſerene | _ 
The lucid ſtar throws off her dimming ks 
560 Nor clouds, in light tranſparent fleeces, cal: : 
Fair Luna, riſes, like another ſun ; 
And ſeems to reign, with ſplendor all her own |! 
Nor, halcyons (Thetis' fav'rite bird) diſplay 
Their varying plumage, to the baſking ray ; 

565 The hog, with toſſing ſnout, no more unbinds 
Your bundled ſtraw, and gives it to the winds; 


= Dieſcending 
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( 34 ) 
Deſcending miſts hang, ſmothering, o'er the plain; 
Nor owls, at ſun- ſet, from your roof complain * 
Niſus,; high-ſoaring.! cleayes the liquid air; 
570 And guilty Scylla rues the purple hair: 
Where' er the glides, till eager he purſues; 
Above, below, Rill Niſus Scylla views: 
Revenge · inſpir d, precipitate he ſprings! 
While conſcious ſhame ſtill lends, the winged, wings : 
5 7 5 The tuneleſs raven, now, contracts his throat 5 
And, 6ft redoubling, pours a clearer note: 
'Their airy cell unuſual-joy perceives 8 
swells a glad muſic thro! the ruſtling leaves l 
The ſtorm blown off, with joy, they ſweep along 
580 To their lov'd homes, and feed their callow young: 
Not, that I think their gift deriv'd. from heav'n 3. 
Or pr dent knowledge e er, by fate, iv-giv” n: 
But, wien the! moving ſtorm and changeful rain 
To other quarters, ſhift their humid. train; 
585 When the moiſt wind condenſes, what was rare; 
And Tarifies, what 'erſt was, denſer air; 


Their 
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Their little bane taks another er turn, 
With new impreſſions, diff rent paſſions burn! 
And, - ſympathizing, wear a blander form. ; 
590 When ſmiles the calm, than when it frowns a ſtorm! 
Hence |! the glad ning of * Faker g r 


AA 


— ſmiles ] wide PRE the bei oak. 

With uncouth ſong, exulting ravens croak ; 

595 But, if you watch the ſun's till rapid "EN 4; 

And moons, | which follow, i in unvarying « courſe: 
To morrow, never will your hopes deceive | 
Nor fair complexion, of a flatt ring eve, 

| When the moon, firſt, collects returning rays; 
600 If her dark horn incloſe Aa duſky ſpace, —_ 
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Deep rain, ye farmers | and, ye failors, dread | 
But, if a virgin- bluſn her face beſpread : | 


A bluſt ring ſtorm, too ſurely, lurks behind; 
605 But, truſt the riſing of a fourth day's moon; 


If, with bright horns, ſhe rides at higheſt noon, = 
BE | Not 


Et Irons = 
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Not that day, | only, but the month remains 
Free from harſh winds, and clear of ſullen rains: 
While failors, fafe on ſhore, their altars load 

To Ino's ſon, and every ocean- -god ! 

Nor leſs the fun, affords his proper fi igns 

As eaſt, he rifes: or, as weſt, declines: 

The ſureſt tokens, from che ſun, receive; 


When dawns the morning, or when ſhuts the eve A 
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625 


If, orient, on his viſage ſpots appear; 


Or, wrapt in clouds, unveils but half a ſphere: 


Twill rain — For foe to corn, and beaſt, and tree; 
'The ſouthwind preſſes from the miſling ſea. 
Or, when, at earlieſt rife, the ſcatt'rin g rays 


Strike thro” each thick ning cloud, a chouſand ways; I 


And leaving, now, Tithonus' ſaffron bed, 
Aurora ſeems, with paler luſtre, ſpread ; 


| The broad vine-leaf will, then, but ill avail 


To guard i it's cluſters, from the patt ring hail; 3 
But, when the ſun declining leaves the {ky, 


This plain prognoſtic you will, beſt, deſery; 


F | — | 


66 


For various colours, oft, we may perceive 


Glide o'er his orb, and various ſymptoms leave 4 


When f preads cerulean ther, rains deſcend | 
630 And fiery ſkies, as certain, winds portend * 

If, o'er the ruddy blaze, dark ſpots appear; 

Then, both expect and, both expecting, fear 1 

That night, let none perſuade me to explore it 

The deep, or looſe my cable from the ſhore 5. 
63 5 But, if at fetting day, or, earlieſt morn, +, 

His orb ſhall, with unſullied luſtre, burn; 


In vain, the ſhow'r you dread | and, home, repair; 


The waving woods a dry northwind declare. 
In fine „what ſeaſon, with late Veſper dwells; 


640 hence, the ſwift wind each bright” ning cloud pelt PRE 


What the moiſt wind is brewing. up again, 
The ſan will, firſt, adviſe ; or, laſt, explain! 
Who dares thy propheſying pow'r deny? 
By thee, we know when. dangers threaten ai „ 
645 By thee, conſpiracies are brought to light; 


And treaſon, darker than the deep of right 1 
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When Cæſar fell, to- murd'ring hands, a prey | 
The fun, yet pitying Rome, obſcur'd his ray; 
A duſky redneſs, veil'd his glorious head, 


650 And a dark ſcurf, the beaming orb, beſpread : 


That impious mortals, ſhrinking with affright; . 
Fear d endleſs darkneſs, univerſal night! 

23 ho? dire- Portents earth, then, and ocean's wave; 
Bad- boding dogs, and birds i- omen d gave; 


655 How oft, have we ſeen tortur d Etna pour 


Her flaming deluge, :o'er the Cyclops ſhore? 

0 From the burſt furnace molten rivers roll; +. 
And dread volcano's flaſh, from pole, to pole! 
Germania caught, thro! -heav'n, the ſound of arms 

660 Rock'd the huge Alps! and felt, unknown alarms! | 
The ſtilly grove unuſual voices heard; 
Pale ſpectres, ſtalk di and, midnight ſhades appear dl 
Earth, yawn dil beaſts, ſpake | and, dreadful to relate, 
: Thro' the dim temple, brazen figures, ſweat; | 


2 66 Fe Each 1 1vory- Ratue, ſympathizing, Weeps; 


1 the prone ſtream! and in its channel lleeps. 
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( 39 ) 
With ruſhing ſwell, the Po (fupreme of floods) 
Whirls headlong, herds 1 and, ſweeps uprooted woods| 
Not, in the entrails' of each hallow'd beaſt, | 
670 Ill boding ſigns, and threat ning fibres « ceas'd;;* - 2 Þ 
6 Guſh purple bubblings from the ſpringing well; : 
And wolves, thro echoing cities, nightly yell l 
From azure ſkies, ſuch light'nings never ons: 
Such glaring comets, never mortal knew 
675 For this, Philippi, twice, has felt n N 0 
And, twice, ſaw Rome oppos'd, to Roman arms: 
While Roman blood (ſo injur d heav'n ordaind 
I wies ſmoaks en Haemus, and 'Emathia's plains, - 
The Yay will come, what time, with-eafier toil 
680 Youridreoked plough upturns the fat ning foil ;< 
That ſwains alarm'd, ſhall thro”-the-parting a 
SBleee javelins half-conſum'd, with eating ruſt; 
. Or, gainſt ſome ſcull- leſs ae thei hee gu; | 
And, in aſtoniſhment; and wild :amaze! - 
685 At yawning graves, "midſt vheaten vallies, . 
And bones, un chere 
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oalivte, wulary; gods 1 ye, heavinly pow'rs 1 

Who Tuſcan Tiber guard, and Roman tbw- rs; 

Oh! Romulus, and Veſta l ere too late, 

690 Grant this young Man, to prop a recling date! J 
Long fince, the blood of our difaſt'rous times, 5 
Has waſh d away the blot of Trojan crimes: 
Heav'n, envies us thy preſence ! and, Long 
That earthly ſway, her Cæſar, ſtill detains! 

69 5 Where right, and wrong, are blended!] horrid wars 

8 ft Spread the wide earth, and every vice 88 1 

HE Fair huſbandry receives no honours, now; 

And the preſt hind, yet ſtruggling; de wean 4 

Negleged fields, no joyful crop afford! 


A 150 While the bent ſcythe is ſtrait'n d, p69 fond: It! 


© Euphrates, here | there, Germany alarms! 
Eager they: ſnatch tlie ſhield, and ruſh to arms; 
£ - Cities, once leagu d, now, by themſelves __ 
And war's grimi gadz ſets allethe world on fire. — 
v7. Fhus, when our racers from their barriers Rart'; 
(Each: big with hope, each clevate of heart) 


E 

As round, and round, they double ſtill the goal; 
Swifter, the circling wheels, and ſwifter roll ! 
In vain, attempts the trembling charioteer, 


710 With feeble arm to check their mad career! 
Fleet, as the winged winds, they ſweep the plain! L 


Mock his faint voice, nor heed the tight'ning rein. 
117 7 48 


END of the Firſt GRoROIC. 
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